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to state; although the action ia probably upon the nervous syatem and not 
upon the muscular fibres themselves. In some cases there ia partial anes¬ 
thesia of the skin, appearing when the effect of the drug begins to wear off. 
The action of the heart is at first rendered more slow and somewhat weaker 
in quality; later there i3 a rise to normal quality and rapidity, which con¬ 
tinues during the period of the greatest activity of the drug. When the 
muscular depression is greatest, Blight, if any, depression of the heart is 
present. The respiration is usually unaffected. Upon the stomach the 
effect varies from a feeling of uneasiness and fulness to nausea and vomiting. 
There is also inability to sleep for at least twelve hours after the effects ot 
the drug pass off. There is also a loss of the sense of time. Thus it will be 
seen that the drug in its physiological action is not identical with any other 
known drug. Mescal buttons must not be confounded with the intoxicating 
drink known as “ mescal ,** which is the fermented juice of one or more of 
the species of agave .—Therapeutic Gazette , 1895, No. 9, p. 577. 

The Use of Oxygen Gas with Ether for Anesthesia. 

Dr. Carter S. Cole makes use of the gas which is passed from the re¬ 
ceiver through the wash-bottle into a covered tin case, which is fitted with a 
rubber face-piece. The amount of gas used was probably about a gallon a 
minute; the amount of ether for an adult was about six ounces an hour, and 
half of that quantity for a child. The time required for complete ancesthesia 
varied from three to fifteen minutes. The time of recovery from fifteen to 
fifty minutes. Vomiting has not been serious or troublesome in any case, 
and in the large majority not even nausea has attended the etherization or 
the recovery. The effect of increasing the flow of oxygen has been to increase 
the rapidity of the heart’s action and vice versa. Respiration has been easy 
and comfortable, and no struggling nor suffocation has been present. The 
stage of excitement hat been moderate and never troublesome. The color 
has been uniformly excellent, and not in a single instance has any “ bluing ” 
been observed. In the cases in which the temperature has been taken no 
change has been noted. If each operator will compare the amount of ether 
used, the time required for narcosis, the frequent absence of suffocation, sali¬ 
vation, struggling, nausea, and vomiting, with the conditions which now 
attend his etherization, he will then be able to draw some conclusions as to 
the value of the method. A brief report of twenty-one instances in which 
this method has been employed is subjoined .—The Medical Record, 1895, No. 
1301, p. 505. 

Apocyntjm Cannae inum. 

Dr. F. Boosquet notes that Glinski and Semenoff in 1894 found that this 
drug was a violent cardiac poison, which, in large doses, stopped the heart in 
incomplete systole, and in small doses slowed the beats and strengthened 
their force. They believed that it contained an active principle which acts as 
does digitalis, with, however, these differences, that it is not cumulative, and 
when administered in a determined medicinal dose, it does not give rise to any 
inconvenience excepting some headache. Froment has reported ten instances 
of diverse cardiac disease in the stage of imperfect systole in which the pulse 
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was slowed, the rhythm was made regular, the arterial tension was raised, 
and oedema disappeared; in certain cases it acted when strophanthus and 
tincture of convallaria had failed. It seems to be useful in certain febrile 
conditions when the frequency of the pulse gives rise to anxiety, notably in 
pulmonary tuberculosis, but a large dose may increase an existing diarrhoea. 
Dabney believes that it can absorb an acute pleurisy. It may be an excel¬ 
lent diuretic to employ in the anasarca of Bright’s disease, because it dimin¬ 
ishes the total quantity of albumin and the hyaline casts .—La Prcsse Mkdicale, 
1895, No. 143, p. 340. 


The Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus by Uranium Nitrate. 

Dr. Samuel West reports three instances in which he has used the drug, 
and they point to the conclusion that it has a powerful effect upon diabetes. 
In two cases when the amount of sugar was largely influenced by diet it is 
probable that it may be found most useful in this class of cases because of 
its physiological action upon digestion. That the effect is clearly due to the 
drug is shown by the fact that when dieting and ordinary treatment have 
produced all the improvement they can in the patient, still further improve¬ 
ment takes place after the administration of the drug, leading in the second 
case to an entire disappearance of sugar from the urine for a considerable 
period of time, and, in the first case, to what was practically the same thing. 
In the third case, also, when the patient had been treated by varieties of 
drugs, especially by codeine, the administration of uranium caused great 
improvement. It is believed that its action is due chiefly to the effect it has 
in checking the rapid digestion of starch and of Borne forms of albumin, and 
that it may, perhaps, be especially useful by controlling excessive pancreatic 
digestion. In the second case the patient attributed the Iobs of flesh to the 
drug. This is probably doubtful because the first continued to gain weight 
while taking much larger doses. The salts in use were the nitrate and 
double chloride, with quinine. The nitrate is best administered freely 
diluted with water and after food, commencing with a small dose of one or 
two grains twice daily, after the chief meal, and increasing the quantity 
slowly at intervals of a few days until its effect is produced. Given in 
this way it has not disturbed digestion nor caused any irritation of the stom¬ 
ach or bowels. Prolonged administration apparently does not produce albu¬ 
minuria .—The British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 1808, p. 467. 


The Treatment of Morbus Cordis by the Iodides and Other 
Drugs Which Lower the Blood-pressure. 

Dr. A. Haiq shows by pulse-tracings the effects of opium, exercise, and 
the iodides, including that of ethyl iodide. While it is true that baths, ex¬ 
ercise, and drugs dilate the arterioles and capillaries and lessen the work of 
the heart, we must not forget that in dilating or allowing the dilatation of 
the capillaries all over the body, they of necessity dilate those of the heart 
itself, so they not only reduce the work which it has to do, but at the same 
time improve its interstitial circulation and its nutrition. In certain cases 
where the whole of the circulatory troubles may be the result of more or less 



